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METHODOLOGY 

Between November 9th ς 14th, 2011, PSB conducted 1000 online interviews 
among a representative sample of the U.S. General Population to assess 
attitudes toward the American manufacturing sector 

 

 

 

 
 

Audience Sample Size Margin of Error 

All General Population (ages 18+) 1000 ҕ 3.10% 

Gender 
Male 480 ҕ 4.47% 

Female 520 ҕ 4.30% 

Age 

Under 35 303 ҕ 5.63% 

35-49 305 ҕ 5.61% 

50+ 392 ҕ 4.95% 

Party 
Affiliation 

Democrat 339 ҕ 5.32% 

Republican 267 ҕ 6.00% 

Independent 321 ҕ 5.47% 



KEY FINDINGS 
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AMERICANS ARE UNAWARE OF THE U.S. 
a!b¦C!/¢¦wLbD {9/¢hwΩ{ w9/9b¢ {¦//9{{ 

5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƻƴƭȅΧ   

 

 

 

 

 

17% 

9% 

11% 

think the manufacturing sector has a bright outlook 

believe the manufacturing sector is growing 

see the manufacturing sector as a bright spot 
in the economy since the recession of 2008 



AMERICANS OVERWHELMINGLY BELIEVE 
MANUFACTURING JOBS ARE UNAVAILABLE 
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68% 
believe that lack of manufacturing jobs is bigger 

problem than lack of training to fill the jobs 

They are much more likely to believe that the 
unemployment rate in the manufacturing sector is 

higher than the overall unemployment rate, 
instead of lower 



AMERICANS BELIEVE MANUFACTURING JOBS 
REQUIRE MINIMAL EDUCATION OR SKILLS 

Perceptions of the typical manufacturing job: 
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High school degree 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Safety glasses and 
protective gear 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Machinist, 
assembler or 

welder 
 

EDUCATION OCCUPATION WORK ATTIRE 



MANUFACTURING PERCEPTION V. REALITY 
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KEY TAKEAWAY: The U.S. manufacturing sector needs to re-
introduce itself to the American people 

Ç Americans believe 
manufacturing jobs require 
minimal education or skills  

 

V Most in-demand U.S. 
manufacturing jobs require 
specialized skills and education 

PERCEPTION REALITY 

Ç Americans are unaware of the 
¦Φ{Φ aŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ 
recent success 

 

V The sector has been growing 
and is projected to create 
millions of jobs in the long-term 

Ç Americans overwhelmingly 
believe that manufacturing jobs 
are unavailable 
 
 
 

V There are hundreds of 
thousands of unfilled U.S. 
manufacturing jobs right now 

 



LOW AWARENESS OF U.S. MANUFACTURING 
{9/¢hwΩ{ {¦//9{{  
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MANUFACTURING SECTOR NOT VIEWED AS ECONOMIC 
BRIGHT SPOT SINCE RECESSION BEGAN 
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Thinking about the U.S. economy since the recession that began in 2008, in your opinion which of the following 
best describes the U.S. manufacturing sector?  

9 43 42 All

A bright spot in the 
economy 

Worse off than the rest 
of the economy 

Typical of the 
 economy 

Thinking about the U.S. economy since the 
recession that began in 2008, in your opinion 
which of the following best describes the U.S. 
manufacturing sector?  

All Under 35 35-49 50 Older Dem Rep Ind 

A bright spot in the economy 9 15 7 5 12 7 7 

Typical of the economy 43 49 38 42 45 39 45 

Worse off than the rest of the economy 42 30 45 48 37 48 42 

Don't know 7 6 11 5 6 7 6 

85% see sector as typical of the economy or worse off 


